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When considering the office environment in Japan 24 years from now (in 2050), we must take into
account the drastic decline in the working-age population (ages 15—64). Demographic projections for the
three decades leading up to 2050 indicate a drop from approximately 75 million (in 2020) to about 55
million. While the working-age population was of a similar size in the mid-1950s (Showa 30), a simple
comparison with that era—characterized by rapid economic growth—is not possible. The workforce will
become increasingly diverse, featuring a shrinking youth demographic alongside an aging population and
a rise in the employment of women and foreign nationals. Discussions regarding the future office must be
grounded in this context.

It is anticipated that routine tasks will naturally disappear, giving way to work styles centered on
thinking and creation; however, it is also easy to foresee the need to address mental fatigue caused by
information overload. The role of office furniture may shift toward actively supporting the people who
use it. Our initiative aims to serve as a forum for exploring the future of offices and office furniture while

taking a broad view of potential future technologies.

Keywords : V—27 7 LA A, &7 4 AFHE HAl, vz —g 7,
P ATFEY T«

Workplace, office furniture, co-creation, well-being,

sustainability
*HASTAX AT RATFA U Office Design Department Naiki Co., Ltd.
Rt b —% PRAFSERT CENTRAL Laboratory ITOKI Corporation
w7 4 A3 AESAL B - MIRAER Product & Logistics Division Officecom Co., Ltd.
ik PR IEA b — % e T CENTRAL Laboratory ITOKI Corporation

77




